Weaver fmds common thread for life

By CATHERINE VAN HORN
Correspondent, The Oregonian

Ulla Cyrus-Zetterstrom of Sweden
has been weaving an ancient art into a
profession for more than 50 years.
Having taught both hand and machine
weaving at Sweden’s Textile Institute
of Boras for 31 years, Cyrus-Zetters-
trom, 71, now analyzes and researches
weaving techniques of old textiles.

“I grew up with the smells of wool
and yarn,” she said, explaining that
her father had worked in Sweden's
textile industry. “Already when [ was
3 years old, I had a small baby loom.
At 15, I had my own weaving studio.

“For a young girl in
Sweden, it was
regarded as nice to
do handweaving.”

For a young girl in Sweden, it was
regarded as nice to do handweaving.”

But while many of her contempo-
raries learned the art of handweaving,
few reached the level of expertise
mastered by Cyrus-Zetterstrom, who
is visiting Portland to lecture on weav-
ing techniques in silks.

Graduating from Handarbetets
Vanner — Friends of Handicraft
Weaving School — at 20, she began
work at that Stockholm school as a
handweaving instructor,

When World War II broke out sev-
eral years later, she decided to leave
the school and learn machine weaving
in an attempt to contribute to the war

effort.
After graduating from the Textile

Institute of Boras, where colleagues
said she was the first woman to be
awarded a diploma in machine-weav-
ing classes, she was hired to teach at
the school, becoming the first woman
to work there full time.

In addition to teaching, she wrote
“The Handbook of Weaving,” an in-
ternationally recognized book first
published in 1950, and she developed
her own loom in 1946.
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